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Media Release
Australia’s military women honoured at the Anzac Memorial

Saturday, 8 March 2025

This International Women’s Day the NSW Government is commemorating the military service of
Australian women in conflict and peacekeeping, and as partners and spouses in military families,
with a special commemoration at the Anzac Memorial.

Today’s commemoration, to be attended by the Minister for Veterans David Harris and Minister for
Women Jodie Harrison, will include a star ceremony in the Hall of Memory paying tribute to the
service and sacrifices of women who have served, defence spouses, family members and women in
civilian organisations that support the defence and veteran communities.

Throughout history women have long played a significant role in the Australian military, from serving
as nurses in the Boer War in the 1890’s, to the formation of the women’s auxiliary forces during the
Second World War and their current roles on the front lines.

NSW is home to 14,923 female veterans, according to the 2021 Census, which for the first time
asked questions relating to military service.

Currently, 3,876 women from NSW serve in the regular Australian Defence Force and 1,183 in
military reserves. Australian War Widows NSW estimate there are 14,000 war widows in NSW.

The commemoration starts at 10.30am today.
Minister for Veterans David Harris said:

“International Women’s Day is an opportunity for us to honour every woman who has served this
nation, in wartime and in peace.

“Women have played an important role assisting in the defence of our country for over a century.
Wherever Australians served, women have been there alongside their comrades, beginning in 1899
when the NSW Army Nursing Service Reserve was formed.

“Women provided invaluable services as nurses and as part of the Volunteer Aid Detachments
during and after the Great War, followed by the formation of additional women’s specific services.

“In the modern Australian Defence Force women have continued to play a crucial role, currently they
make up over 20 percent of the serving defence force personnel.”

Minister for Women Jodie Harrison said:

“International Women’s Day is about celebrating the achievements of women and girls, and how
they’ve overcome barriers to gender equality. Women have held vital roles in the Air Force, Army and
Navy, demonstrating that women can fill ‘traditionally’ male posts.
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“Women have always played a significant role in the defence of the nation. From carrying out
nursing duties on frontlines and undertaking war work on the home front, to serving as members of
the Australian Defence Force and making invaluable sacrifices as military spouses and family
members.

“I would like to thank and acknowledge all women who have contributed to the defence of our
nation.”
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