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Soldier Profile
Second Lieutenant James Ambrose Thompson of the Wiltshire Regiment 3rd Battalion attached to the 2nd Battalion (BEF).
James was the son of James Ambrose Thompson and Amy Edith Thompson of Killara, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.
James enlisted in Wiltshire, England in 1916 as a 2nd Lieutenant in the British forces Wiltshire Regiment in the 3rd Battalion. After his enlistment, James was sent straight to France to join the 1st Wiltshire Regiment.
The Wiltshire Regiment was immersed in the Battle of the Transloy Ridges (The First Battle of the Somme); the Battle of Le Transloy took place in October 1916 from the 1st-18th of October. On the morning of the 18th of October 1916, British positions were flooded, troops slipped and fell in the mud and weapons were clogged, leaving only hand grenades and bayonets to fight with. The 2nd Wiltshire Regiment attacked the Gird lines and found uncut wire on the right and enfiladed from the left. Most of the 2nd Wiltshire were killed. Casualties of this battle totalled 39,784. Among them was 20 year old James Ambrose Thompson, an Australian Killed in Action near Bapaume, France. Like many soldiers of World War 1, James has no known resting place. He is commemorated at the Thiepval Memorial on Pier and face 13A. 
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    		Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park
	Shrine of Remembrance
	Australian War Memorial
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    		Learning with the Anzac Memorial
	Anzac Portal (Commonwealth Department of Veterans' Affairs)
	Remembrance Day & Kokoda Day - Schools resources
	Indigenous Veterans Commemoration - schools resources


    

	



	


          

          
            
	
		
  
  	
  	  
  	    Online resources

      

    
  	
    		RUSI NSW Library Catalogue
	Beyond 1914 – The University of Sydney and The Great War
	Pozieres
	NSW State Records – records of NSW and World War I
	NSW Department of Education Record of Service in Two World Wars
	The Anzac Portal
	State Library of NSW – WW1 Commemoration Program
	NSW Railways Remembers
	The Anzacs of Greece and Crete
	Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Memorial


    

	




	


          

          
            
	
		
  
  	
  	  
  	    Government agencies

      

    
  	
    		Department of Veterans' Affairs
	Department of Defence
	Royal Australian Navy
	Office of Australian War Graves
	Australian Army
	Royal Australian Airforce
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    		Legacy
	RSL – NSW
	RSL – Australia
	War Widows' Guild of Australia NSW
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